SearJaVe ’ 11/26/92 . , 

I've been bending you the Post's stories on the Bush administrations. attempted^.' 
of confidential information on Clinton in the passport files on the possibility these 

stories report what you'd not seen and in the belief that there is much Bore involved 
than has been admitted. 

second ° day,:3 St ° ry ’ bUri6d d6eply inside tho main news section, of three sections the 


SfctrVon page 45 of 60, represents an editorial judgement I question and reports what 
I regard as an effort to control a serious matter that involves more serious criminal 
offenses that violation of the Privacy Ac$. .) 

Within the Justice Department this is being handled by what 'is no^/called The Office ') 
of Professional Integrity, formerly The Office of Professional Responsibility. I have 7 

had experiences with it and watched it and have for years referred to it as the adminis- 1 
trationVs' official whitewashing service. Based on its long and disgusting record of 
official whitewashing. V\ niuiiu4^J 

Tins story contains no reference, for example, to the Hatch Act. It would, clearly, 
have been violated if there had been any political interest in the search of BSanton's 
passport records when in fact there can have been no other interest. 

It is probable, I believe, that there are^ those inside the administration who know 
what has not come to light about this, and ttet there is BU0 ^ knowledge can account fof 
the matter being assigned to the OPI rather tha^fSr criI^ml , investigation. 

It may be that more could have been reported in the, Post and it chose not to do that. 

I think that burying this story represnts a Post decision to downplay it and that 
makes me wonder what might be reported elsewhere that is not in the Post's story. 

Pew as the details are it is clear that initially this business was lied about by 
the administration and that since then all official eforts have been to downplay the 
whole Hitter and its seriousness in legal rather than merely political terms. 

OPI can handle the tiling administratively, which can be much safer for the Buaniks. 

A n doing- this it can stall indefinitely. That it taay not would be to control the 
whole thing before -the Clinton DJ can look into it. ^ontrol can consists of not getting 

all the information, a standard OPR ploy, or keeping others from involvement on the ground 
that OPI is investigating, thKx±x±±Hxxky u /j ^ to. fu/tr. 

Superficially t he administr ation may feel that it must do whatever it does before 
that cun be given td rSS^Sand pury to invetsigat,^ ^ . Unton adninistration op 

T Justloe opponent. Under the Clinton administration exposure of misdeeds 

would require correcting the record to begin with. ‘ * 

If there is a criminal offense I doubt the Hinton administration will want to begin 
with it or with taking time for it. But if there is a criminal offense the Bush admini- 
stration will not want to prosecute - itself. So it has the need to control and to 
cover up to the degree now possible. / \ j j 



